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PIONEER LIFE |
IN THE

NOR_’}'H-WEST.

BY JENNIE JONK3,

At this time, 142, they seain to have
been in possession of all the territory
south of Lake Buperior, west of Lakes
Huron and Michigan, south as far as |
Milwaukee, and west to, or even beyond, |
the Missouri river, for at that period |
they took a Jesuit priest prisoner at Banlt
Bt. Mary's, and killed him as an intruder
on their territory,  And in 1660, the Jesu-
its, having estallished a mission at La
Point, in Magdalon Island, Lake Buperior,
were driven oft by the Bioux (Western
History). Soon after this, probably in
1670, the Chippewas commenced their in-
roads upon the territory of the Bioux, on
the north and east, and fought their way
sonth and west,

In the meantime the Winnebagos, a
migratory tribe from Mexico, to escape
the Spaniands came among the Sioux,
who gave them lands near Green Bay,
probably to Lelp shield themselves from
the Chippewas. But the Swes and Foxes
eames up from the south amd took foreible
possesgion of their tervitary and foreed
them to go west, and they were in turn
driven ont hy the Menomonies (ibid).
Thus it will be seen that the first whits
settlers in this northwest found wild
tribes of Indinns, constantly at war with
each other, and sn used to seenes of war
and bloodshed that to seek revenge in
bldodl for anvy real or faneted injuries from
the whites wus but their nutoral jneling-
tion. To prevent these wars between the
Inilinn tribes a6 mnch as possible, the
United States government, in 1825, an-
thorized a general trealy to be held at
Praivio du Chien between all the tribes
withina district of five hundred miles
each way, This joint treasty was sigoed
on the part of the gevernment by Gener-
als Lewis, Cuss ahul William Clark, and
by Wabasha and Red Wing, Little Crow,
and twenty-threo other ehiefs and raves
of the Sioux, and by Huole-in-the-Day and
forty other ehiefs and hraves on the part
of the Chippewns.— Historienl Collsetions.

Then fallowed the establishing of bound-
arvies botween these tribes, and o little
later the buying of the lands from the
Indians by the United States government,
and their removal further west and north
—the old, old story of their frequent dep-
redation, the dealing out of the red man's
ruin, fire-water (whizky), and the dwind-
ling out, which must inevitably end in
the dying out of these oneo strong, fierce
and warlike tribes of the forests and of
nature.

These tribes were, most of them, re-
moved to reservations—lanids considered
worthless exoept for hunting grounis, but
many of them wandered back to their old
haunts where they remained unmolested,
generally on friendly terms with the
whites, except when under the influence
of Tiquor, when they were not unfrequent-
ly savage and barbarous.

CHARACTER OF THIE INDIANS.

The charneter of the Indinng, ns written
by their distant admirers, or their near
enemies, has been both over-rated and
under-rated. How shall I deseriins them?
—n mixture of savage barbarism and of
“civilization," as learned from the whites,
This is sbout what the pioneers found
them to be: They are either warm and
trusty friends, or bitter, treacherons and
blood-thirsty enemies. That is their
savage nature, They are inveterate beg-
gars, linrs and thieves; a part of this is
nature, and a part was learned from their

white brothers. They are lazy, dirty | garmen

and shiftless, Thoy are brave, chaste
and constant in their marital relations.
They are true to their tribe and those
who befriend them, but revengeful and
unforgiving to their enemies. How much
of this is nature, and how much is learned
from the pale faces, I leave to the reader
1o say.
INDIAN MADITS.

With the coming of the whites, the
habits of the Indians underwent some-
thing of a change. They learned to prize
money ani to covet its possession, pro-
- vided it eonld be gained without much
labor. Their wants grew to be more nu-
merous as the ability to supply them in-
creased. They were still hunters, as they
had always been, but to this was added a
few other pursuits whereliy money conld
be abtained. But in this the principal
labor foll upon the squaws, The Lraves
wonld hunt and fish, and would sell their
furs, w always commanded
pricea, while the deer sking wonld be
tanned by the squaws, and often manu.
factured into moccasine, many of them
tastefully beaded and ornamented. For
thread &Eq used the sinews of the deer,
and their work was both substantial and
neat. These moccasing were favorite
foolwear for the pioneers, both men and |
women, nnd for comfort they eannot easily |
be surpassed, and a pretty fool never
looked prettier than when dressed in o |
neat fitting Indian No white |
person could ever give a softer finish to |
a deer skin than do the squaws. In this |
they surpase all olhers,

bounde, will be narrated further on. !
INDIAN NAMES,

In many places the Indian names of

rivers and places have

and I cannot help thinking it would
been better had t been more
Indian nam s bave o

which our liave not. Mauy of
are besutifal, and #n mc:: |
their mean ¢ HO

| has, at Jeast, the recommendation of

meaning something, and in after years,
when all traces of these Indian tribes
have passed away, they will be treasured
as mementoes of & race that once lived, |
loved or hated, and roamed over this

| lsnd when it was but the solitude of na-

ture. Below I give s few of the Indian
names that I am able to call to mind,
with their meaning, and regret that I am
not at present able to give more:

SBuamiso—The yellow sand.

Oeonto—The place of the pickerel

Penssukee—~The place of the brants.

Peshtigo—Snapping turtle.

Menomonee—Wild rice,

Menckaunse—The place where the |
lodges ave—literally, the village.

Esconabu—A flat rock,

Manitowoe—The dwelling of the spirit. |

Kewaunee—The name of a kind of
duck.

Chippewa—Rushing water.

Minne-ha ha—Laughing water.

Wiscondin—Yellow water,

Oshkosh perpetuates the name of an
Indian chief, and Marinette that of an
Todian woman.

INDIAN LIFK.

Will the reader pardon me if I turn
aside a shorl tine to give a glimpse at
the private life—nmot of the pioneers
themselves—bnt of their neighbors and
companions, with whom their lives were
intimately blended—the native Indians,

But few persons living in gouniries
where o willd Indian is selilom or never
seen, have anything like a corvect idea of
the kind of life these people really lead.
Many imagine that theirs is a happy,
capre-free life, free from all vestraint, and
that as he roams at will over the vast
free forests of the west, bis wust be a
life to be envied by civilized men and
women. Let us look for & moment at the
renlity.

In summer the Indian life may be said
to be at its best, but even then hunger is
not an unknown or éven an unfrequent
guest. Then thie Indians settle down in
groups, or families, erect their wigwams,
aud there remain while their small pateh
of comn is cultivated, berries gathered,
ete, In the sutumn they remove to the
rice fields, which lie to the north. The
wild rice forma one of the chief articles
on whieh they sobsist, and if this erop
fuils, ns is often the case, it is the eanse of
great destitution and suflering. Through-
oul the winter the Indians ave frequently
on the move, going to new regions in
quest of game, or for other reasons, I
will relate acouple of incidents whieh
moved my henrt to pity for these poor
ereatures,

It was & bitter cold morning in  Janu-
ary. A party of five or six were travel.
ing by stage, and though thickly and
comfortably clothed, and snugly tucked
up with buflilo robes, all were complain-
ing of the colll. We were pussing over a
bleak prairvie where the wind Llew a per-
fect gule, when we came upon s party of
Indians who had just Leoken camp and
were moving to some new locality, There
woere about twenty in the compuny, con-
sisting of men, woopen and  cliildren.—
There were twoor three Indian ponles
loaded with eamp equipnge, and on these
ponies were mounted some of the smaller
clisldren, though boys, down to the ages
of eight or nine years, together with the
squaws, plodided throngh' two feet of
unow ns best they might, their route lying
across the praivie and not in the direction
the rond ran. The Indians walked erect,
carrying only their guns, but the squaws,
and even the children, were bent down
with heavy loads, earrying not only the
camp supplies, but also the woven bark
of which their wigwams were made,
strapped upon their bhacks.

The Indians were dressed in DLuckskin
leggina with moccasing of the same ma-

| terial. A thin eslico shirt was their only |

t from the waist up. The snaws
were similarly dressed, with the addition
of a woolen shirt that reached just below
the knees. The hends of all were ungoy-
ered, and around the form of each was
loosely drawn a Iarge blanket, which it
seemed to us might have afforded greater
protection had it been more closely drawn,
or secured with ourown indispensabile
pins. The dark, slender hands of all
were wholly unprotected. Two or three
of the squaws had little pappooses strapped
upon their backs who cried piteously,
very much aa a little hvman baby would
have done,

And this party of wanderers would plod
along until hunger and weariness would
overtake them. Then, on that cold win-
ter's day, they would scraps away the
heavy snow, would undo the rolls of Lark
matting, which must afford but & poor
protection from the eold, gather sticks
and brush and build o fire, and then, after
cooking and eating a simple meal, would
spread their blankets and lie down on the
cold, frozen ground, tp sleep and rest.
After thinking of all this, and of the
warm fire and smoking meal that would
await us at the hotel not far distant, there
was not much more complaint among us,

One ehilly night, late in autumn, word
was brought that & party of Indinns were
encamped in a grove near by. Although
there are large Indian settlementa a little
ways to the north, an Indian eamp in our
midst is sufliciently rare to attract some
attention. 8o that evening, taking & few
presenis as a peace-offering, s party
set out to pay the encampment a visit. A
blazing fire guided ns to the spot. About |
the firecover which & kettle hung sus- |
pended, were a group of ten, all seated on

the % Indians and four squaws,
The Indians were smoking their pipes
with stalid countenances, while the

jan tongue that they could not

cand frankly stoted the bargain,

tion of our gifts aroused a little
& chatior in the Indian tongue.

Tho kettle was boiling slowly and being
a plece
and plecea

ther,

l. When
e ground,
would dip
1 their fin.
gers.  Then, with blankets drawn around
them, and with heads toward the fire,
and with no shelter save the cold, starry
heavens, they would sleep uniil morning.
Possibly they would partake of the rem.
nants of last night's meal, and st early
dawn would be again on the trail, and pot
until twenty-five or thirty miles were ne-
complished would they again stop to resi.
Our homen never seem warmer or more
comfortuble, or our beds softer or more
downy, than when on some cold, chilly
night we think of & visit to an Indian en-

| eampment,

Does any one wonder, with all their
suffering and privation, with wars waged
among them, and with the white man's
“fire-water” dealing ruin and death in
their midst, that Le is fast dying out?

Bomelimes the savage nature of the
Indians would hurst forth, like a prisoned
voleano, and eulminate in deeds of blood-
shed and murder so horrible as to strike
terror to the stoutest hearts. In record-
ing these deeds of carnage the blame ean-
not be said torest wholly upon the savages.
They were generally inelined to be friend-
Jy with the whites when treated with
kindness and justice. Some of their most
atrocious acta of cruelly may rather be
attributed to drunken frenzy, than to
either injustive on the part of the whites,
or savage barbarity en the part of the
Indiang.  Of this class was one of their
most flendish murlors, known as

THE TEA-GAKRDEN MUILDER,

This took pluce in Northern Lowa, in the
year 18034,  Even now, told in the plain,
unvarnished lavguage, snd simple pathos
of an old fronticrswan, which my pen
mny only teebly imitate, it will theill the
listener with hovrors  What must it have
been, then, lo those who lived in those
times, at the merev of thowo flerce and
eruel snvages 1o whomn such seenes wero
but pastime?

In the year yefurrved tosbove, there
lived, in one of the northern connties of
Towa, n Frencliman nasied  Poa-Gurden,
The country was very wild with only a
few white families seattered through a
wide extent of territory.  His fumily con-
sistodd of his wifo—n very estimable wo-
wan, aml four I'ilii!l)‘!'likl“‘ll]ut‘\'.“. ngeid
respwectively cight and eleven years, a
givl of eix venrs of age. ol an infant
child, Tea Garden Kept a teading post
and dealt with the Indians, who were
much more numerons than  the whitea,
Ha soon found that aithough they coveted
bend= and othier trinkets, there was one
article which found mueh more ready
sale than any other, and for which an In-
disgn wonld sacrvifice almost anything he
possesssd.  This nrticle was called in the
Inidian tongue “Poch-a-ninna,” the literal
sigmifiention of which is “fire-water,” in
plain  English, whisky. He was not a
man of much prineiple, and though the
gale of liuor to the Indians was strictly
against the laws of the territory, he soon
eame Lo dispense the fiery Auid with o
freedam that was in aceonlanes with the
Indians' eapability of paying for it.

Dut few nen can handle  fire<birands
without themselves leing seorchod, Byt
few ean denl out poison without them-
selves feeling its direful effects, aml Ten-
timrden did not prove to be one of the
few. Having a uatural liking for the vile
stuff, with him to handle was to taste,
and he soon came todrink freely with his
customers, be they either whites or In-
disns, and ina short time he became
drunkard and a sot, with searcely o spark
of manhood left,

He abused
ehildren, and his faithful wife, who clung
to what little of manhood he yet possessed,
There was one of the hangers-on arouad
this drinking-place, an Irishman named
Malione, who, although a good and kind-
hearted mun, had yielded to his appetite
for liquor until be, too, had become a con-
firmed drunkard, and having no family
ties, cared but little for anything save the
gralification of his appetite for Hquor,

One day liquor had flowed more freely
than usnal, and as a consequence Tea-
Garden had been more abusive than ever.
He had bLeaten both his wife and his
children, who cowered before his drunken
wrath. Inthe course of their drunken
revelry it was proposed that Mahone pur-
chase Tea-Garden's wife. This was ac-
ceded to, and the price being agreed on,
the money was paid over,and a paper

made out declaring Malione the rightful

owner of the “chattel”

Mahone had & gennine respect for the
womnan, and being partinlly sober the
next morning,
Haid he:
“According to the customs of this rough
country, I soppose that I might claim
you and make you trouble, but I wish
nothing but 1o see you in a iappier situn-
tion than you are here, You have friends
to whom yon ean go and who will gladly
receive you. (o, and I will protect you
in 8o doing.” Bhe was glad 1o aceept the
offey, and taking the yonngest ehild with
her went to her friends, leaving the other

childven until ghe eonld find means to |

provide for them, This explaing how
there came to be only drunken Indians,
and whites, and small ehildren at thia
trading post at the time of the tragedy.

The two men, Tea-Garden and Mahone,
kopt together, drinking and carousing,
and selling liquor to the Indianm, sinking
lower and lower in the seale of humanity.
The Indians' money went into the white
man's pocket as freely as ever, but there
began to be low multerings of discontent,
mingled with the drunken dance mnd
whoop, A storm was gathering, but its
omens wore not heeded.

One day in mid-winter, a gang of Indi-
ans had been at the post all day, drinking
and carousing. The host and hin com-
pasion, Mahone, had drank with them,
and were aven more under the influencs
of Hquor than were their guests. Night

aame on and the children wore sent sup-

perless to bed. The childven were fright-

| ened and hungry, and were lying in bed

awake lstening to all that was going on
around them. They knew that thelr

' fathor and Malions were asleen by thelr

very much doubted, as it is an Indian
trick to feign ignorance of our language,
sven whon well understood. A presents-

e e e

life, and [ heavy breathing, but the Indians were

his family, his helpless |

approached the woman |

| awake and talking angrily in their own

| language, which the children well under-

! ey were telling they had
ted by 'l‘u-(hng:ml heir
reased the children hear@ihese |

ages plan the murder of }- hole

ily while they slept. @'he'th ere |

1e Led, and the little k of was |
| only one that slept. boy |

i drew the bedelothes up over her head in

the hope that by so dving she might be
unnoticed and so escape the massacre
| that awaited them. Trembling with fear |
| the boya dared not speak or stir, but no |
| word or movement escaped them. They |
| saw one of the Indisns take up an ax |
from the corner, try its sdge, and then '
| saw it descend, erashing through the |
| brafn of thelr father. They suw it ratned, |

| and again deacend, in like manner, above | \e have the Exclusive sale of the above for

| the prostrate form of Mahone. Both men |
| pussed from thelr dronken slumber into |

| the embrace of death without a sigh or & | \'uﬁi’ﬁ‘n, by JOHN HOPKINS,

| groan, |
| The two boys lay clasped in ench other's
arms, horror-stricken at the scene. For
| fully half an hour they lay there, gazing
| on the bloody spectacle, before the Indi- |
| wnm seemed to remember their existence |
| and came towards them. True to their
savage custom of sparing neither women |
| or ¢hildren, they prepared to finish their
| hellish work. With an unerring aim the
nx went erushing through the skull of
| the younger boy. The elder crept be.
| neath the bed-clothes in terror, and as the
ax aguin descended it crashed through
| his shoulder, inflicting a severe but not
painful wound, and as, with almost super-
human fortitude and presance of mind, he
Iny perfectly quiet, the Indians did nol

take the trouble to see whether they had |

quite finishied their work or not, as they
doubitless would have done had they
been sober, The little givl slept on un-

noticed and undisturbed. The drunken
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. A man who looks alter ms own io-
| terests—The pawnbroker.
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Shiawassee County, and are
Represented at o \
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' Be by D. Tt SALISBURG & CO.
by WALLIAMS & DEVORE, | Hr %%nu WRIGHT,
m} ROGEI SHERMAN, Handerson, by ROS, =
Perry, by K. 8, OLCOTT. Oakley, by GEO. ROOT,

Laingsburg, by FRAIN BROS., ‘orners, by HENRY CAMERON,
These are the only parties who have

. . : -
Genuine Oliver Plows @and- Repairs.
The Oliver Co. have a Blast Furnace at Pine Lake, Mich., and use the

Bcsll Lake Superior Iron in all their Points:. (No scraps) « Cutter Points, soc,
Plain points, 4oc. ¢

BUY ONLY i‘lm GENUINE! _
ARTHUR McHARDY,

April 26, 1882, OWOSS0.

I Want Every Person to know
that T am Selling

CARRIAGE TOPS,

CUSHIONS,

' LAZY BACKS, NECK YOKES
RUBBER LAP COVERS,

~ And everything in the CARRIAGE TRIMMING
LINE for less money than any other Firm in Michi-
gm:. lx\‘{y Tops are put up in good style and of good
materini, "

Call and examine Goods before Purehasing. I guar-
antee both Goods and Prices.

10

0. CAR

Manufacturer of *

'Carriage Tops, Cushions, etc, and Dealer in Carriage

Trimmings.
NOS. 119, 121, & 123 MAIN ST, OWOSSO, MICH.
Send fo- Price List.

FCIAL NOTICE

SPECIAL NOTICE !

Slirg Slirg Stirg

CHEAP! GHEAP! CHEAP!

FOR CASH,

FOR CASH,
FOR CASH.

NOW IS YOUR TIME!

(SAVE MONEY, SAVE MONEY by Leaving Your Orders

Reduced Prices in order to make room for

DON"T' MISS THE CHANCE.

UNDERWRERAR

NECK-TIES, CAPS,

Cufl’ ButtonsiScarf Pins at Cost
DON'T FORGET THE PLACE, AT

WESTLAKE’S

The Merchant Tailor,
THOMAS' NEW BLOCK,

OWOSS0O, MICH.

Elegant Fits, Good Trimmingé\

Y

SPRING STOCK !
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